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imposition of a penalty (q). As to the hirer's duty to
pay punctually, see ante, under heading Owner's Rights,
p. 72.
Hire-Purchase Act, 1938.—The question of the sum
payable by the hirer on the determination by him of a
hire-purchase agreement to which this Act applies is dealt
with in section 4, subsection (i), of the Act, which is
printed in Appendix A (post, p. 281). It will be observed
that -the sum is limited to such sum (if any) by which
one-half of the hire-purchase price (i.e., the total sum
payable by the hirer under such a hire-purchase agree-
ment, in order to complete the purchase of the goods to
which the agreement relates), exclusive of any sum
payable as a penalty or as compensation or damages for
a breach of the agreement (r), exceeds the total of the
sums paid and the sums due in respect of the hire-
purchase price. This proviso cannot be excluded, nor
can any additional liability be imposed, by the terms of
the agreement. Further, the fact that the hirer's liability
is so limited, must be brought to his attention by the
Notice which is made a compulsory part of all such
agreements (s),—or it is more correct, perhaps, to say
that such agreements cannot be enforced unless such
a notice is included. This requirement may, however,
be dispensed with by the Court (t). The Act further
provides that any provision in such an agreement
whereby a hirer, after the determination of the hire-
purchase agreement or the bailment in any manner
whatsoever, is subject to a liability which exceeds that
which he would incur if he determined it himself under
the Act, is void (u). Further, by section 9, the Act makes
(q) Associated Distributors, Ltd. v. Hall & Hall, [1938] 1 All E.R. 511.
See also Elsey &• Co., Ltd. v. Hyde ; Chester <&> Cole, Ltd. v. Wright ;
Roadways Transport Development Co. v. Browne 6- Gray (1927), reported
in Jones and Proudfoot's Notes on Hire-Purchase Law (2nd Ed.).
(r) Hire-Purchase Act, 1938, s. 21 (1) ; post, p. 307.
(s) Ibid., s. 2 (2) (c) and Schedule ; post, pp. 277 and 310.
(t) Ibid., Proviso to s. 2 (2) ; post, p. 277.
(u) Ibid., s. 5 (c) ; post, p. 283.

